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An Order of Worship 
First Presbyterian Church of Kalispell, MT 

October 4, 2020 
 
Words of Welcome 
 
Prayer                                                                                           

Let us pray. 
Glorious, liberating God,   
 thank you bringing us together on this Sabbath day to worship you.  
Nourish us with your word.  
Guide us into holy living with your love.  
Fill this time with your grace that is sweeter than honey  
 and revive our souls with your laws that are more desired than gold.  
As we celebrate World Communion Sunday,  
 we rejoice in the ways that your church is connected through your son, Jesus Christ,  
 in whose name we pray.  Amen 

 
Prelude 
                                                 
Call to Worship                                                                                               

Today we gather with Christians from near and far 
We are the People of God! 
Though we differ in language, custom, and tradition 
We are brothers and sisters in Christ! 
For there is one Lord, one faith, and one baptism 
We are One in God's Spirit! 
We are one and together we remember our Lord Jesus 
For we are the people of Redemption! 
He gave himself up for us, so we could be reconciled to God. 
Come, let us worship the God of our Salvation! 

 
Hymn of Praise                        Hear the Good News of Salvation                                              355 
 
Call to Confession 
The Lord’s law is indeed perfect, God’s decrees sure and precepts right.  
Yet, in our sin and finitude we fall short and fail to follow God’s commandments.  
Nonetheless, the Lord is gracious, merciful and abounding in steadfast love.  
Confident that God’s promises are sure, God’s character unchanging,  

we dare to confess our sin in order that we might be forgiven  
from the past we cannot change and freed for God’s good future.  

 
Confession of Sin 
Let us pray.  Lord, as we prepare to break the bread and drink from the cup,  
 we cannot help but hesitate to partake of your body and blood.  
We remember your admonishment  
 to go and be reconciled to our siblings before coming to your table.  
We recognize how we have fanned the flames of division  
 rather than repaired the breach between us.  
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We know we do not make evident our unity in you,  
 our oneness made possible through your sacrifice.  
Too many of your children do not have a place at the table,  
 do not have enough to eat, are relegated to beg for crumbs  
 when you command us to offer radical and abundant hospitality.  
In your relentless mercy,  
 forgive us, free us from fear and make us conduits for your reconciling love.  Amen.  
 
Silent Reflection 
 
Assurance of pardon                                                                                    

God refuses to give up on us. God restores us. God sent the only Son to save us. 
There is nothing that can separate us from the love of God  
 through Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Friends, believe the good news, through Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 

 
Hymn of Praise                                         Though I May Speak                                                   335 
    
Prayer of Illumination 

Let us pray.   
Your law, O Lord, is perfect. Your commandments clear, your decrees sure.  
You do not leave us in the dark to guess your will,  

but instead send the light no darkness can overcome  
to reveal your way and illumine our understanding. 

Send your Spirit so that we will have the ears to hear what you are saying to your church. 
Amen. 

 
Scripture Reading                                                                                                                   Mark 3 

Doing Good on the Sabbath 
Then he went back in the meeting place where he found a man with a crippled hand. The 
Pharisees had their eyes on Jesus to see if he would heal him, hoping to catch him in a 
Sabbath infraction. He said to the man with the crippled hand, “Stand here where we can 
see you.” 
 
Then he spoke to the people: “What kind of action suits the Sabbath best? Doing good or 
doing evil? Helping people or leaving them helpless?” No one said a word. 
 

He looked them in the eye, one after another, angry now, furious at their hard-nosed 
religion. He said to the man, “Hold out your hand.” He held it out—it was as good as new! 
The Pharisees got out as fast as they could, sputtering about how they would join forces 
with Herod’s followers and ruin him. 
 
The Twelve Apostles 
Jesus went off with his disciples to the sea to get away. But a huge crowd from Galilee 
trailed after them—also from Judea, Jerusalem, Idumea, across the Jordan, and around 
Tyre and Sidon—swarms of people who had heard the reports and had come to see for 
themselves. He told his disciples to get a boat ready so he wouldn’t be trampled by the 
crowd. He had healed many people, and now everyone who had something wrong was 
pushing and shoving to get near and touch him. 
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Evil spirits, when they recognized him, fell down and cried out, “You are the Son of God!” 
But Jesus would have none of it. He shut them up, forbidding them to identify him in 
public. 
 

He climbed a mountain and invited those he wanted with him. They climbed together. He 
settled on twelve, and designated them apostles. The plan was that they would be with him, 
and he would send them out to proclaim the Word and give them authority to banish 
demons. These are the Twelve: 

Simon (Jesus later named him Peter, meaning “Rock”), 
James, son of Zebedee, 
John, brother of James (Jesus nicknamed the Zebedee brothers Boanerges,  

meaning “Sons of Thunder”), 
Andrew, 
Philip, 
Bartholomew, 
Matthew, 
Thomas, 
James, son of Alphaeus, 
Thaddaeus, 
Simon the Canaanite, 
Judas Iscariot (who betrayed him). 

 
Satan Fighting Satan? 
Jesus came home and, as usual, a crowd gathered—so many making demands on him that 
there wasn’t even time to eat. His friends heard what was going on and went to rescue him, 
by force if necessary. They suspected he was getting carried away with himself. 
 

The religion scholars from Jerusalem came down spreading rumors that he was working 
black magic, using devil tricks to impress them with spiritual power. Jesus confronted their 
slander with a story: “Does it make sense to send a devil to catch a devil, to use Satan to get 
rid of Satan? A constantly squabbling family disintegrates. If Satan were fighting Satan, 
there soon wouldn’t be any Satan left. Do you think it’s possible in broad daylight to enter 
the house of an awake, able-bodied man, and walk off with his possessions unless you tie 
him up first? Tie him up, though, and you can clean him out. 
 

“Listen to this carefully. I’m warning you. There’s nothing done or said that can’t be 
forgiven. But if you persist in your slanders against God’s Holy Spirit, you are repudiating 
the very One who forgives, sawing off the branch on which you’re sitting, severing by your 
own perversity all connection with the One who forgives.” He gave this warning because 
they were accusing him of being in league with Evil. 
 
Jesus’ Mother and Brothers 
Just then his mother and brothers showed up. Standing outside, they relayed a message 
that they wanted a word with him. He was surrounded by the crowd when he was given the 
message, “Your mother and brothers and sisters are outside looking for you.” 
 

Jesus responded, “Who do you think are my mother and brothers?” Looking around, taking 
in everyone seated around him, he said, “Right here, right in front of you—my mother and 
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my brothers. Obedience is thicker than blood. The person who obeys God’s will is my 
brother and sister and mother.” 

 
Meditation  
 
Invitation to the Table 
 
Song of Praise                              Time Now to Gather                                                               2265   
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 
The Lord’s Prayer   

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 
Thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 
Breaking the Bread & Pouring the Cup 
 
Music During Communion  
 
Prayer of Dedication 

Let us pray.   
Gracious God, you create and call us, feed and sustain us, forgive and redeem us.  
We can never return to you that which you deserve.  
We pray to honor and glorify you with these gifts and with our entire lives.  
We present this offering as a tangible way of showing our love for and loyalty to you.  
As tenants in your vineyard  

we rejoice in being called to work with you  
in sharing your abundant harvest with the entire world you so love.  Amen. 

 
Hymn of Praise                           Break Thou the Bread of Life                                                329  
 
Charge and Blessing 

Go forth into the world in peace.  
Be of good courage.  
Hold fast that which is good.  
Render to no one evil for evil.  
Strengthen the fainthearted.  
Support the weak.  
Help the afflicted.  
Show love to everyone.  
Love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit;  
 and the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,  
 be among you and remain with you always. 

 
Postlude 


